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pened in the time of Noah. It remains now to
deplore the wretched condition of these people who
occupy a country so large that the old world bears no
comparison with it, if we include the land which lies
beyond the straits of Magellan, called [g] Zerra del
Jugo, extending as far toward China and Japan as
toward New Guinea; and also the country beyond
the great river of Canada,® which stretches out to the
East and is washed by the great Western ocean.
Dense ignorance prevails in all these countries, where
there is no evidence that they have ever felt the
breath of the Gospel, except in this last century when
the Spaniard carried thither some light of the Chris-
tian religion, together with his cruelty and avarice.”
But this was so little that it should not receive much
consideration, since by the very confession of those
who have written their histories, they have killed
almost all the natives of the country, who, only sev-
enty years ago, according to a certain historian,® num-
bered more than twenty millions. For more than
twenty-five years, the English have retained a foot-
hold in a country called, in honor of the deceased
Queen of England, Virginia, which lies between
Florida and the land of the Armouchiquois.® But that
country carries on its affairs with so much secrecy,
that very few persons know [10] anything definite
about it. Soon after I published my History of New
France,! there was an embarkation of eight hundred
men to be sent there. It is not reported that they
bathed their hands in the blood of those people, for
which they are neither to be praised nor blamed: for
there is no law nor pretext which permits us to kill
anyone, whosoever he may be, and especially the per-
sons whose property we have seized. But they are



